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Letter of Advice 
e 0 

Young CIEROY-M AN, 
1 | Entring upon a. 
Cure of Souls. 


Reverend Sir, 


Received not ſo much Satis faction 
from the News of your being pre- 
fer'd, as I did from thoſe Expreſ- 
ſions of your Concern how to dil- 
charge that great Truſt you have there- 
with taken upon you. The Cure, I ſee, 
lieth nearer your Heart than the Benefice. 
This Entrance promiſeth well, and 
ſince you conceive that my long Ex- 
perience may contribute ſomething to 
your more ſucceſsful Progreſs, 1 ſhall, 
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C482- 
in ſhort, communicate to you thoſe 
Obſervations which I have found of 
moſt Uſe to my ſelf, tho? I muſt withal 
recommend to your Peruſal, the many 
excellent Treatiſes, both Ancient and 
Modern, which have been written upon 
this Subject. 1 0 NA” 

Your firſt Care then muſt be, to 
gain the Eſteem and Love of your Peo- 
ple for if you are either deſpiſed or 

ated by them, it is impoſſible you 
ſhould do much Good upon them. 
Wherefore let nothing light or inde- 
cent, much leſs vicious, appear in any 
Part of your Behaviour. The Wiſeman 
tells us, Ecclus. 19. 30. that a Mans At- 
tire, exceſſive J. aughter, and Gate, ſhow 
what he is, Let your Gate then be ever 
and compoſed, your Converſation ſerious, 
and yet agreeable; and your Dreſs decent, 
far from the Extremes of a foppiſh 
Niceneſs on the one Hand, and a ſordid 
Kiuſticity on the other. Let all your Di- 
verſions be gentile and manly, and your 
Companions in them of good Reputation; 
and yet be as mogerate in the Uſe of them 
as your Health will allow : The Name 
of a great Sports-man, or a good Bowler, 


is but a mean Addition to that of a 
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Divine. For the World has but a low 
6 | Opi- 


(5) 

Opinion of thoſe Clergimen, which it ſees 
ſpending that time in Diver ſions, tho 
honeſt in themſelves, which ought to 
be laid out in Prayer and Study; and you 
muſt ſhare in the Infamy of lewd Com- 
panions, however free you may be from 
their Vices. . 

If any of your Charge be notoriouſly 
Immoral, admoniſh them in private with 
Aeekneſs and Charity; if they obſtinately 


perſiſt, take that Courſe for their Re- 


formation, which the Lam directs. This 
will lay an additional Obligation upon 
you, to look well to your own Life and 
Converſation, that That be altogether 
blameleſs ; for otherwiſe, your Mouth 
may be ſtopped with a Recrimination ; 
neither will Men believe that, in any 
of your Dealings with them, you have 
Regard to their Souls, when they ſee 
that you have none for your own. 
Shew your ſelf to be of that generous 
Spirit of the Goſpel, which conſiſts in 
univerſal Love and Charity. Be courteous, 


hoſpitable and beneficent, to the utmoſt of 


your Power. Let no Man whatſoever 
want any Aſſiſtance you can afford 
him; but to them that are of exem- 
plary Piety and Virtue, you muſt ſhew 
a diſtinguiſhing Regard, You will be the 
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more capable of doing Good, if you 
mix ſome Phyſick and Law with your 
other Studies. Some Skill in theſe, if ge- 
nerouſly and prudently managed, i. e. 
without making any ſordid Gain of it, or 
preſuming too far upon it, will be very 
uſeful. The Sick will readily call upon 
you, for their Bodies Sake at leaſt, and 
you may improve the Opportunity for 
the Good of their Soals; Your Neigh= 
bours will be apt to refer their Diſputes 
and Differences to you, whereby you may 
prevent the Miſchiet ariſing from Law- 
Suits, I might mention many other 
Conveniencics, but J muſt not dwell 
too long upon any one Argument. 

As for the Study of Divinity; the Pro- 
greſs you have already made in it, pre- 
vents all the Advice I can give you more 
than this, viz. That you can never ſpend 
too much time upon your Bible, the 
New- Teſtament eſpecially : Had you it all 
by Heart, *rwould be of infinite Uſe to 
you. You muſt be well verſed at leaft in 
every Part of ir, and be able to ſtop the 
Mouth of everyGain-ſayer, asour Saviour 
did the Devil's, with a Sic ſcriptum eſt. 

Take Care that the publick Offices of 
Religion be performed with that Gra- 
vity and Decency which becomes the Ser- 

vice 
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vice of the moſt high God. See that 
your Church be kept Clear at leaſt, and 
in good Repair: Dirt and Naſtineſs is 
intolerable in Private-Houſes, much 
more ſo in the Houſe of God. Read the 
Prayers audibly and diſtinctly, and offer 
them up with the moſt intenſe Devotion. 
For you cannot expect that your Con- 
gregation ſhould be fervent and attentive 
at them, whilſt you are cold and inaiffe- 
rent ; neither will God hear you, when 
you ſcarce hear your ſelf. 

Be diligent in Carech/zing ; a Work of 
the greateſt Importance. For it is laying 
the Foundation, without which the whole 
Building will totter and fall. Ir is to the 
Want of this that we may impute the 
Inſtability of the preſent times; and 
they who threw it aſide, to make Room 
for Evening Setmons, were ſuch Work- 
men (it at length appears) as had need 
to be aſhamed. But by Catechi xing, | don't 
mean bare asking Children the Queſtions, 
and hearing them repeat the Anſwers, juſt 
as they lie in the Catechiſm. For this is 
not to Inſtruct and Examine them as the 
Rubrick requires; and if you do no more 
than this, you had even as good do no- 
thing. For they will learn little or no- 
thing from a mere Repetition. I have 


A 3 heard 


(8) 
heard ſome repeat the Creed very readi- 
ly, and when they have ſo done, not 
been able to tell you whether they had 
ever heard of ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus 


Chriſt. The leaſt therefore you can do 


( and *twill require a great deal of 
Pains and Condeſcenſion in you to do 
that) is, firſt to make them underſtand 


the Senſe and Meaning of the Words, 


and then furniſh them with ſome perti- 
nent and plain Text of Scripture, to 
confirm them in the Doctrine they have 
learn d. And thus muſt you go thro' 
the whole Catechiſm, but by a little at 
a time; for young Heads are not to be 
burthened with too much at once. And 
I would adviſe you to cloſe every In- 
ſtruction of them with a continued Diſ- 
courſe upon the ſame Subject, which you 
may do Extempore. For being Maſter of 
it, you will want neither Matter nor 
Words ; and if yon ſhould happen to 
be at a Loſs, ſince it is in the Desk, 
where you are not bound up to any 


length, you may conclude whenſoever 


you pleaſe, without any Inconvenience. 
You may by this Practice train your 
ſelf up to ſuch an Aſurance and Readi- 
neſs of Speech, as upon a ſudden Emer- 
gency, to venture even upon a 3 
me” wit 
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with very little Preparation. I have 
known ſome tbat have ſo done, and 
ſucceeded extremely well. 

After Catechizing follows Confirmation, 
the Adminiſtration of which belongs in- 
deed to the Biſhop, but the Preparation 
of Perſons for it to you, I ſpeak now 
of a more immediate Preparation than 
that of Catechizing. For I take it to be 
your Duty, upon Notice of a Confir- 
mation, to call your Catechumens toge- 
ther, to inſtru& them in the Nature 
of that Religious Rite, and throughly 
convince them of the great Moment and 
Importance of ſo ſolemn a Renewal and 
Rati fication of their Baptiſmal Covenant. 
To which purpoſe you may explain the 
whole Order of Confirmation to them; 
from whence they will learn, that they 
have ſomething more to do than juſt 
appear before the Biſhop, and receive 
his Bleſſing; a ver unworthy Notion, 
which yet is but too much countenanced 
by that Tamult and Diſorder which ge- 
nerally accompany the Celebration of that 
Office. An Abuſe, certainly, which ought, 
ſome way or other, to be remedied. 

Urge your People to a frequent, as 
well as worthy Reception of the Lord's- 


Supper. The Church poſitively enjoins 
A 4 that 
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that it be done Three times in the Vear 
at leaſt, but I hope you will not, think 
that to be often enough z once a Month, 
or at leaſt once a Quarter, is as ſeldom 
as poſſible. Secure the Awe and Eſteem 
due to this holy Myſtery, not only by 
your own Reverend Adminiſtration of it, 
but alſo by Repelling all ſcandalous Per- 
ſons that ſhall preſume toapproach unto 
it, eſpecially when they do it merely to 
Qualiſie themſelves for an Office. For 
otherwiſe you will be unfaithful in that 
Truſt which the State as well as Church 
hath repoſed in you; and thoſe good 
Laws, which were deſign'd to ſecure 
the Peace and Welfare of both, will, by 
your Treachery, be rendred Fain and 
Inſignificant. . 

Be always ready to viſit the Sick, with 
whom you are variouſly to deal, accord- 
ing to the Variety of their Conditions, 
The Afiifed and Deſponding are to be 
Comforted, the Stupidand Preſumptuonsto 
be Alarmed and Terrified. You are allowed 
accordingly to vary from the common 
Form of Exhortation, as occaſion ſhall re- 
quire; and I am apt to think you may 
take the ſame Liberty, as to the Prayers 
too, in ſuch Caſes as they do not reach. 
For they cannot be extended to all 
Caſes ; 


HA ('11:) 
Caſes ; tho” ſo far as they go, they are 
' moſt admirable, and not to be changed 
for better. | . 
Io the Office of Bur/al I had ſaid no- 
thing, had not you required myOpinion 
of theDeciaration therein made, of Hope 
that all we bury are ſaved, I am grieved 
to think how much Cauſe there is for 
this Scruple ; and ſince it makes you un- 
eaſie, ſhall endeavour to remove it, 10 / 
far as I can. In order thereto, I deſire 
you to conſider, that there are very 
different Degrees of Hope, the lowelt of 
which is but one Remove from Deſpair. 
Now there are but few, with whom you 
are concerned, that die in a State ſo ut- 
terly Deſperate, that you can poſitively 
affirm they are Damned, which yet you 
might do, did you abſolutely Deſpair of 
their Salvation; it remains therefore 
that you have ſome, tho? very faint, 
Hope of their Salvation, and this ſeems 
to be ſufficient to warrant that Decla- 
ration, eſpecially, if it be pronounced as 
Faintly as the Hope is entertained. If 
you urge, that when we commit the Body 
to the Ground, we do it in ſure and 
certain Hope of the Reſurrection to eternal 
| Life. 1 anſwer, that thoſe Words may 
be underſtood of the Reſurre&ion in 
General, 


g 
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General, not of the Reſurrection of that 


Body in Particular. I am very ſenſible | 


that this Explication falls ſhort of what 
the Compilers of our Liturgy intended, 
who, preſuming upon a due Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline, never ſuppoſed that any would 
be offered to Chriſtian Bxrial, who had 
not led Chriſtian Lives. But ſince Ini- 
quity hath ſo far prevailed over the 
Diſcipline of the Church, that Schiſma- 
ticks, Hereticks, and all Manner of vi- 
cious Livers eſcape its Cenſures : This 
Explication ſeems the beſt our preſent 
Circumſtances will admit of. And ifit 
be not ſatisfactory, I know of no Re- 
medy but that our Governours muſt 
leave us to a diſcretionary Uſe of thoſe 
Expreſſions, till either they be altered 
by publick Authority, or, which is much 


rather to be wiſhed, Diſcipline be ſo 


vigorouſly exerciſed, that there be no 
Offence in the Uſe of them. And, by 
the way, the Offence might be in very 
great part removed by thoſe very Per- 
ons, who are moſt ready to object it to 


us, if, as they have ſeparate Places for 


Worſhip, they would have ſeparate Pla- 
ces for Burial too; or, be content at leaſt 
to put their Dead into the Ground, with- 
out requiring the Aſſiſtance of a _— 
| whoſe 


(13) 
whoſe Aſſiſtance in every thing, butThis 
and Marriage, they Neglect and Deſpiſe. 
come now to your Pulpit, into which 


if you ever aſcend with any other Aims 


than the Glory of God and the Good of 
Souls, you profane ir. For the Place is 
ſacred, and muſt never be proſtituted to 
private Paſſions and worldly Intereſts. 
Your Intention therefore muſt he pure 
and holy, as knowing that you are not 
to preach your Self, but Chriſt Feſus; that 
you are his Ambaſſador, and your Com- 
miſſion of the higheſt Nature, iz. the 
reconciling Sinners to God, the reſcuin 

Mankind from the Power of Death an 

Hell, and preparing them for Immortality 
and Heaven. Preach accordingly upon 
ſuch Subjects as are moſt Eaifying, and 
may moſt effeQually carry on that great 
Work which God hath given you to do, 
viz, thoſe neceflary Points of Faith and 
Practice, upon which the Salvation of 
Men depends. Never trouble your Hear- 
ers in the Church with ſuch Controver- 
ſies, gs are not likely to give them any 


Trouble out of it; neither amuſe them 


with fruitleſs Speculations, or things of 
ſo abſtruſe a Nature as may ſerve only to 
Puzzle and Confound, but can never Sa- 
tie them. Your People may be — 

\ 11 
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Chriſtians, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
tho' they never hear of the Predeſtinarian 
Doctrine, however neceſlary ſome opinia- 
tive and injudicious Men may think it. 
In Compoſing your Sermons, let your 
Method be Eaſie and Natural. Your Lan- 
guage ſuitable to the Dignity of your 
Subject yet plain and intelligible to the 
meaneſt Capacity. Inſtru& with Clear- 
neſs, convince with Strength, exhort and 
perſwade with Wirmh and Affection. 
Labour not after fize things which can 
only entertain and pleaſe the Fancy, but 
things /ol;dand weighty, which may ſtrike 
home upon the Conſcience, inform the 
Underſtanding, and move the Heart. If 
your Auditory beat leiſure to commend 
your Sermon, aſloon as you have ended 
it, aſſure your ſelf that you have noCauſe 
to be proud of your Performance. For 
the trueſt Sign of a good Diſcourſe is 
when the Congregation riſeth ſilent, and 
departeth full of Thought and inward 
Reflections. ] 
Thus have I led you thro' the moſt 
important Parts of your Office. I have 
one piece of Ad ice to give you more, 
and (hall then take my leave. It is in 
ſhort this; Sir down content with your 


preſent Station, and ſuffer not your Deſires 
. to 
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to Ramble after farther Preferment. I deny 
not but that you may embrace ſuch Op- 
portunities of advancing your ſelf as are 
fairly offer'd you: but importunate So- 
licitations are Scandalous. The ancient 
Church forbad them under no leſs a Pe- 
nalty then Degradation. I could wiſh 
that we alſo had ſome Canon to the 
ſame effect; but alas! Thoſe Canons 
we already have are not ſufficient to 
reſtrain a much worſe Practice. Remember 
you are a Spiritual Perſon,and why ſhould 
you mind Earthly Things ? Your Maſter 
is in Heaven, and if all your Reward be 
there too, it is the better for you. Par- 
don me in that I thus preſs you; I di- 
ſtruſt you as little as any Man: But I 
know the Weakneſs of humane Nature,and 
with what Force the World aſſaults it. 
And where it prevails, the Miſchief it 
doth is ſo great, that you can never be too 
well fortified againſt it. Have not you 
obſerved many excellent Perſons in all o- 
ther reſpects impoſed upon by it? I ſay 
impoſed upon; For, after all, the World is 
but a Cheat. And | do confidently aver, 
that if you cannot be happy withour 
more Preferment, you never will be hap- 
Py with ic. Perhaps you will not take my 
bare word for this, and therefore to con- 
vince you, [I'll tell you a Story. A 


A 
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A Young Clergy-Man in the Uni- 
verſity, having the Offer of a ſmall Cure 
in the Country, accepted it. Where- 
upon a very eminent Perſon, that had 
conceived ſome Hopes of him, and done 
him many ſignal Kindneſſes, ſends for 
him, and endeavours to diſſwade him 
from his purpoſe by zll the Arguments 
he could uſe, telling him withal, that 
he had an Intention to bring him upon 
the Stage of the World, where he might 
make ſome Figure; whereas now He 
was going to Bury himſelf alive. The o- 
ther, thanking him for his many Favours, 
anſwer'd, that the Place he deſign'd for 
was Stage ſufficient for him to appear 
upon ; that, as for making a Figure in 
the World, he could not conceive what 
Satisfaction there lay in being either 
Gazed at or Talk'd of; and that he could 
be very well content to be Bury d alive, 
ſo long as it deprived him of neither 
Breath nor Liberty. But, Sir, added he, 
if you will give me leave to put but 
one free Queſtion to you, we ſhall bring 
this Debate to a very ſhort Iſſue; You 
your ſelf have, by ſeveral Steps, been ad- 
vanced to an high Station in the 
Church; pray tell me honeſtly and truly 
whether you are a happier Man now than you 

were 
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rere when firſt inſtituted to 4 Benefice? 

This Paſs being home and unexpected, 
ſhock'd the great Man; but, after a ſhort 
Pauſe, he very ingenuouſly anſwered, 
Truly I cannot ſay I am. Very well, re- 
— the Voung Clergy-Man, why then 

ould I trouble my ſelf about Prefer- 
ment, when that which I already have 
will anſwer all the Neceſſities of my 
Body, and could I obtain Ten Times 
more, it would all contribute nothing 
to the Satisfaction of my Mind? Con- 
firm'd therefore in his Reſolution, be 
retired to his Cure, where he found in- 
deed that his Friend had read his De- 
ſtiny; but it agreed ſo well with him, 
that no Man ever enjoy'd a more per- 
fect Tranquillity and Peace of Mind than 
Hedid. But He had one Practice, which, 
as ] ſuppoſe, conduced not a little to 
it. He would often withdraw privately 
into his Church, where having ſhut the 
Door after him, he would walk feveral 
turns, and then would he, from the 
Silence of the Place, conceive himſelf, in 
a manner, removed out of this World, 
and from the Sanity of it, tranſlated 
to a better. And being thus prepared 
for Religious Exerciſes, his Devotions 
would be all Life and Spirit, and 2 

Ul, 


(18) 


Soul, by Prayer and Meditation, wrapt! 
as it were, into the third Heaven, where, 


tho” he heard not Words, he felt Joys 
not to be utter d. All Earthly Things 
grew little in his Eyes, ſo that being 
Superior to the Cares of this Life, Ma- 
Fer of his time, and Converſing with 

God whenſoever he pleaſed, he thought 
himſelf happier in his little Benefice than 
he could have been in an Archiepiſcopal 
See. He was Ambitious of nothing ſo 
much as the Character which Chaxcer 
gives of his Parſon, which, becauſe it 
may at once relieve you, and anſwer 
the intent of this Letter more effectu- 
ally than any thing elſe contain'd in it, 
I ſhall here give you, and in Chaucer's 
own Word's ; for it is not to be im- 
proved by any Modern Stile. 


A good Man there was of Religioun, 
And was a Poor Parſon of a Town : 

But rich he was of holy thought and werke, 
He was ele à learned Man, and a Clerke 
That Chriſtes Goſpels truly would preach, 
His Pariſhens devoutly would he teach 
Benigne he was, and wonder diligent, 

And in Adverſitie full patient, 

And ſoch one he wal proved oftſuhes, 


Full loth were him to curſe for his Tithes, 


But 
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But naher would he geven out of dbubt, 
Duto hi, Poor Pariſhens all about, 
Both of his Offening, and of his Sub ſtaunce; 
He conth im little thing have ſuffiſaunce. , 


Wide was his Pariſh, and Houſes fer aſonder, 
But he ne left, neither for rain ne t 7 
I ſileneſi ne in miſchiefe for to viſite | 
| ferdefÞ-in his Pariſh moch or lite, / 
V per Taj, and in his Hand a Stafe, 
s noble enſample to his Shepe he gafe, | 
That firſt he wrought, and —— taught, 


Out of the Goſpel he the Wordi caught, 
And this figure he added eke thereto, 
That if Gold: ruſt, what, ſhould Tron | do? 
For-if a Prieſt be foule on whom we truſt, 

4n it in, if 4 Prieſt take 1009 
To ſee a ſbitten Shepherd and clean Shepe. 
Well ought 4 Prieſt enſample ſor to geve, 
By his Clenneſſe how his Shepe ſhould live. 

He ſet not his Benefice to hire, 

And let his Shepe acomber in the Mire, 
And renne to London to Santt Poules, 
To ſeken him a Chauntry for Souls, 
Or with a brotherhede to be withold : 
But dwelt at home, and kept well his Fold, 
So that the Wolf made him not miſcary, 
He was a Shepherd, not a Mercenary. 
And tho he holy were and vertuous, 
He was not to Sinſul Men Deſpiteons, 


b 
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Ne of his Speech daungerous ne digne, 
But in his teaching diſcrete and benigne, 
To drawen folk to Heaven by Faireneſſe, 

By good enſample, this was his Beſineſſe, 
But if he were any perſone obſtinate, 
Whether he were #1 hie or low Eſtate, - 
Him would he ſnibbe ſharply for the non is; 
A better Prieſt, I trow, no where none is, © 
He waited after no pompe ne reverence, 


Ne maked him no ſpiced conſcience. 
But Chriſtes love, «nd his Apoſtles twelve, | 


He taught, but firft be folowed it himſelve. 


And now, I hope, Chaucer has made 
you amends for the Fatigue I have given 
you. | ſhall add no more to it, but only 
to aſſure you, that I ſhall pray for you 
with the ſame Earneſtneſs, that I de- 

fire you to do for, | 


Your very 
Affectionate Brother and 


Fellow · Servant. 
9 N88 | 
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